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 “Linking Literacy to Our Community”








          FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

THE LITERACY CENTER OF MILFORD CELEBRATES 

20th ANNIVERSARY, A NEW LOOK, AND AN 

UNFOLDING BANNER YEAR 

-----------------------------------------------------------------

 ‘Readies Itself for Launch of Expanded Computing 

Curriculum & Dynamic New Programs’

MILFORD, CT, Feb. 24, 2014 -- The Literacy Center of Milford has good cause to celebrate.  This year, the community-minded Center marks its 20-year anniversary of enriching the lives of thousands of Milford-area residents from other countries who have passed through its welcoming doors in quest of basic literacy skills since its founding in 1994. 

Adding to the celebratory spirit of this anniversary year, the Center also adopts a new logo designed to reflect the organization’s evolution and growth.   It also plans a yearlong rollout of dynamic new educational programs and activities (which started in December), as well as a full-scale marketing effort to reflect its new direction.

“We have a legacy to be proud of and countless accomplishments to celebrate,” says the Center’s President Martin O’Neill, who is newly installed as of January and who has served on the non-profit organization’s Board of Directors for five years.  “Our anniversary year is an excellent time to reflect, and to thank everyone -- the organization’s hard-working staff, board of directors, and volunteer tutors; corporations and local businesses, agencies and foundations, and individual contributors  -- for helping us grow into the organization that we are today.” 

According to Mr. O’Neill, 2014 also represents “a year of future-forward actions” that promises to be a banner year for the Center. “Throughout the year, the Center will be launching new educational programs, event venues, and unveiling a re-branding program beginning with our new logo – all intrinsic to the shaping of our organization’s future,” he says.
Mr. O’Neill is a Milford resident.  He was graduated from Notre Dame High School in West Haven and furthered his education at Providence College.  In 1978, he received his law degree from Loyola University in New Orleans, and, after passing the Bar exam, was on active duty with the US Army as a Captain in the Judge Advocate General’s (JAG) Corps. for four years, and continued in the Army Reserve until 2008. He is presently a partner in the law firm of Florek and O’Neill.  In addition to the Literacy Center Board of Directors, he has been on the Board of Directors at St. Ann’s School and Lauralton Hall, and has coached boys’ and girls’ basketball teams.

The Center’s Makeover “Match Ups”:  Logo & Website 
The Literacy Center’s second-place victory in last fall’s local “Extreme Charity Makeover” competition, sponsored by Antelope Web, prompted the organization’s full-scale re-branding effort.  The Center walked away from the competition with a website upgrade plus a year of web hosting and e-mail, courtesy of the Milford-based web design company.  First-place winner was The Boys and Girls Club of Milford. 

“Thanks to Antelope Web and its principal Greyson Schwing,” says Mr. O’Neill, “our charity-derived upgrade for our current website makes possible a well-rounded marketing makeover for the Center.  It will be a key factor in making us better understood as we step into the future of community, “ says Mr. O’Neill. 

The “Extreme Charity Makeover” competition was designed to give exposure to community organizations that set the example for young businesses.  All organizational contestants were voted on by their advocates and supporters.  The Center’s website project is currently in the works by the Antelope Web team.
The Literacy Center also announced today the adoption of a brand new logo.  “We’ve chosen a modern and distinctive logo treatment for the Literacy Center in order to portray our commitment to literacy excellence,” says Mr. O’Neill. “The new logo symbolizes the Center’s overarching goal of literacy’s key role in enhancing the quality of life in the Greater Milford Area, for students and residents alike.”  

The logo, developed by independent marketing communications consultant Elizabeth Martin of Connecticut-based Liz, Ink., stands on the popular ITC Blair font.  Its upper case characters both accentuate the Literacy Center name and make it easy to read and understand – an important consideration in literacy education.  
The central graphic is a two-color, open-book icon.  Across its pages is the highlighted ‘enter’ portion of the word ‘Center’ -- a welcoming gesture to all language-challenged adults and their families to come inside and learn.  Hovering over the logotype are speech bubbles, a graphic convention that indicates interactive e-communications, illustrative of the Center’s latest venture in computer literacy. 

Supporting the logo is a tagline that spells out the Center’s objective – ‘Linking Literacy to Our Community.’  Says Mr. O’Neill, “We’re actively strengthening ties with the city’s school system, and forging deeper connections with our surrounding community.” 
Yesterday & Today

Like most organizational beginnings, the Center started out small – as a committee-run satellite office of the Literacy Volunteers of New Haven with funding from the Junior Women’s Club of Milford.  The charity later became the sole task of Frances O’Neill, its first Executive Director.  She ran the program out of her home until 1992 when the City of Milford provided office space at the Margaret Egan Center.  In 1994, Ms. O’Neill turned over the reins to Joy Stonier and Karen O’Neill, who were instrumental in forming the non-profit, community-based literacy agency known as The Literacy Center of Milford, Inc.  Through corporate sponsorships, donations, and specialized staffing, the organization sprouted.  It became an affiliate of the national Pro Literacy of America network of adult basic education and literacy programs, and, very recently, a United Way of Milford member agency.  This ‘partnering’ is an acknowledgement that the Center shares the United Way’s approach to improving lives, which is through mobilizing the caring power of communities.  In 1995, the Center was relocated to the Fannie Beach Center at 16 Dixon Street, its current headquarters.

Today, the Literacy Center of Milford is a bustling hub of learning with well over 100 continuing education students annually and about 6,000 hours logged by volunteer tutors who arm them for the real world with defined skills sets.  Its adult literacy programs enable students to earn a GED (General Education Development) degree and enter the job market, or take a Citizenship Exam and make America their home, or develop basic skills in math or English with its ESL (English-as-a-second-language) program to help their children with homework, or to participate in the community and become a functioning member of society. 

 “Literally we’ve been changing lives for twenty years!” exclaims Executive Director Tami Jackson, re-emphasizing the campaign theme designated for this anniversary year. “We’ve got so much to celebrate about.”  

New Programs Take Off

“These are exciting times for the Center,” says Mrs. Jackson.  “We’re both celebrating our twenty years in existence and re-positioning ourselves with programs that are propelling us into the future.” 

A major milestone already has been reached.  In December, the Center launched its child-focused SUPERSTAR literacy programs in collaboration with the West Shore Middle School.   The after-school program focuses on middle-school-age students who struggle with reading and require additional instruction.  The family literacy night program, which launches on Feb. 25 with about 100 families, engages the family and student together in the learning experience.  Both SUPERSTAR programs are held at West Shore Middle School. 

“The SUPERSTAR programs are taking off beautifully,” says Mrs. Jackson who received an unprecedented number of applications from those willing to volunteer their time as SUPERSTAR tutors. 
Other ongoing literacy programs designed for children include the popular ‘Books for Babies’, ‘Books for Toddlers’, ‘Books for Birthdays’, and ‘Pre-school Story Hour’. 

 DeLuca Foundation Grant Paves the Way for Computer Ed 

What’s ahead for the Literacy Center is an expanded curriculum that includes computer education in order to meet the 21st Century needs of incoming students.   The Center recently received a $2,000 grant from the DeLuca Foundation in support of this new mission.  

“Our big push in 2014 is to enter the specialized world of computer education as an addition to our existing curriculum.  Such training will raise the computer literacy of our students and tutors alike. We’re always looking for better ways to educate, and moving out the boundaries of what true literacy means in today’s world,” says Mrs. Jackson.  “We’re still pioneering our way.”

Another agenda item is a venue change for its big-event annual fundraiser – from a wine-and-food tasting into a masquerade ball in October.   Its popular ‘Leprechaun Leap’ (on Sunday, March 16) will proceed as in the past.  This event will be followed by the new ‘Neon NightRun’ fundraiser to take place in July. 
Says Mrs. Jackson, “It’s just the beginning of our anniversary year -- and a new chapter in our organization’s strategy that you will be seeing unfold in the months ahead.”
# # #
For more anniversary/educational programs/fundraising event details, go to www.literacycenterofmilford.com or contact Tami Jackson at 203-878-4800/cell: 203-906-0558 or via email: director@literacycenterofmilford.com or Media/ Social Media Manager Liz Martin at 860-354-7724/203-770-9344 or via email lizmartin777@gmail.com. The Literacy Center of Milford is a 501 (c) non-profit organization serving the Greater Milford Area. 
Attachments:   

· New Literacy Center Logo (JPEG file)

· Leprechaun Leap 2013 photo; caption: The Literacy Center of Milford’s all-time-favorite Leprechaun Leap event will take its annual leap into the waters of Walnut Beach on March 16th to be followed by new and exciting fundraisers as the Center’s 20th Anniversary Year unfolds. 
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